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JOE STUDENT:  Summer time along the Chesapeake, time to go to the beach.  Time for BBQs, crabs, and oysters.  Imagine a time, in the not too distant future, when there may be no more crabs or oysters to harvest.





V.O. (Joe Student):  400 years ago, the bay was teaming with life.  It was said there were so many oysters that they could filter all the water in the bay in just months.





V.O. Now, despite efforts, there are barely enough oysters to filter the water over the course of years.





V.O. John Smith has worked the Chesapeake for 30 years, continuing with the same boat his father used before that.





JOE STUDENT:  How has the oyster harvest changed for you over the last 10 year.





JOHN SMITH:  Well, there have been some seasons that are better than others, but overall, the harvest over the last ten years is much less than it was 20 years ago.





JOE STUDENT:  Has there been any help, from the state or federal government?








